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“In writing on the trout of California, one does not willingly lay down the
pen at the end. The most beautiful of fishes, the most charming of lands, where
the two are connected, one wishes to say something better of them than has
been said. It is with regret that he lets fall the pen in confession of inability to
say it.”

DAVID STARR JORDAN
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Thirteenth Biennial Report of the State Board of Fish Commissioners
of the State of California, 1893-94
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GLOSSARY
Adipose fin—the small, fleshy fin on the back between the dorsal and tail fins.
Anadromous—ascending streams from the ocean for spawning.
Anal fin—the fin on the under side of the fish between the vent and the tail.
Anterior—in front of, or toward the head end.
Caudal fin—the tail fin.
Caudal peduncle—the slender portion of the body just ahead of the tail fin.
Dorsal fin—the large fin on the back.
Fingerling—The Trout Policy of the California Department of Fish and Game

designates all trout weighing one ounce or less as fingerlings; a one-ounce
rainbow trout is about 5 inches long.

Fry—the young of fishes.
Gill arch—the bony arch to which the gill filaments and gill takers are attached.
Gonad—an ovary or testis.
Lateral line—a series of sensory pores and tubes that appear as a line along the

side of the fish.
Mandible—the lower jaw.
Maxillary—the hindmost bone of the upper jaw.
Milt—male sex product.
Opercle—the gill cover.
Ovaries—the female reproductive organs which produce the eggs.
Parr marks—the dark vertical bars lying in a row along the sides of young trout

and occasionally of older trout (see illustrations of golden trout).
Pectoral fins—the paired fins attached just behind the head.
Ray—a supporting element in any of the fins (none in the adipose fin). In trout

the rays are segmented and flexible.
Spawning—the act of laying and fertilizing eggs.
Testes—the male reproductive organs which produce sperm.
Ventral fins (pelvic fins) —the paired fins attached to the belly directly beneath

the dorsal fin.
Vomer—the bone in the roof of the mouth toward the front.
Yolk sac—a sac containing yolk, attached to the belly of recently hatched trout.

The yolk is used as food and is finally absorbed.
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